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Why You Should Debate

No other activity in which you will participate during your college experience will benefit you as will debate.  While the experience can be intense, the personal payoffs are immeasurable.  Our experience has proven that debate experience will make you a better student and a better professional.  The skills you learn and develop through debate will help your study and writing skills, presentation skills and test taking.  You will be a more attractive candidate for Law Schools and Professional Schools with a debate background, and for good reason.  Our alumni are successful attorneys, judges, teachers, doctors, engineers, public relations professionals, and business-people.  They are quick to credit what they learned in debate as vital to their successes.  

Freeley and Steinberg listed some of the values of debate in the 11th Edition of Argumentation and Debate*: 

1. Debate Provides Preparation for Effective Participation in a Democratic Society

2. Debate Offers Preparation for Leadership

3. Debate Offers Training in Argumentation

4. Debate Provides for Investigation and Intensive Analysis of Significant Contemporary Problems

5. Debate Develops Proficiency in Critical Thinking

6. Debate is an Integrator of Knowledge

7. Debate Develops Proficiency in Purposeful Inquiry

8. Debate Emphasizes Quality Instruction

9. Debate Encourages Student Scholarship

10. Debate Develops the Ability to Make Prompt, Analytical Responses

11. Debate Develops Critical Listening

12. Debate Develops Proficiency in Writing

13. Debate Encourages Mature Judgement

14. Debate Develops Courage

15. Debate Encourages Effective Speech Composition and Delivery

16. Debate Develops Social Maturity

17. Debate Develops Multicultural Sensitivities

18. Debate Develops Computer Competencies

19. Debate Empowers Personal Expression

20. Debate Develops Essential Proficiencies

*Freeley, Austin J. and David L. Steinberg.  Argumentation and Debate:  Critical Thinking for Reasoned Decision Making.  11th Edition (Belmont, CA.: Wadsworth, 2005).  Pages 22-30.

